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November 9th, 1891.

Dear Professor Tlower,

I did not know that you had special views with respect
to a circular building,though I can quite understand 'that the same
idea wourld independently suggest itseif 10 any one studyving the
arrangement of a Muséum for areh#zological or natural history pur-
poaés,on the,pﬁihoiple of displaying erlution. The-concenn;ic
cireles adapt themselves both by their size and position, for ihe
exhibition of the expanding varieties of én evolutionary arrange-
ment. When I first mooted the subject, in my address to the Anthrop-
ological Section at the Baih Meeting,fvans,who I thirk approved of
the idea,said he thought it was remoie of realisation,and so no
doubt it may be,but I feel as certain as possible theti,eventually,
;t:lv‘:fll Ee @one. .,‘X%ui ;:lr;%g?nt bui ing:%}msed ‘for something
else,and we shall have two large Rotunda as Tducatioral Mageums,
one for Natural listory,and one for the Arts. ¥Yor the Arts,to which
of course I confine my suggestions, the Museum should consist chéefly,
if not entirely,of reproductions and models; so as not to interfere
with thd Reference Museums,and also heeause,by using reproduetions,
a2 better selection can be made of those forms which display evolu-
tion. Tt would not of course be attempted to ineludé everything, “
otherwise something like the World's size,would be reéquired to ex-
hibit the whole history of the World's producis,but the series
would be conif'ined to those branches, in whieh continuity couid be
best displayved; and I am also much impressed with the belief,that
models explaining the gisement of the objeéts exhibited,will take
a largegplace in future exhibitions.

In my sﬁall way here,l have carried out this Plan,in my new
little Maseum in the Villapge of Farnham,where I have ‘now about 40
models showing the position of things discovered,the !relics being
exhibited in the cases adjoining, I hope some day to show you this
iittle Musepm, 00 which T have lately added a new room; though of
eourse,dn so small a scale,it would be useless to aiLvempt a circu-
lar arrangenent. Twice the sum that Mr.B3lundell Maple gave a few
days ago for a horse,£40,000,that might die to-morrow,would be
enough to build a suitable structure in iron and glass,that might
be built of stone af'terwards.

I wish it might be brought about.




