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LOCAL PUBLIC LIBRARIES.

Sir,—The success referred to in your last issue
becomes all the more interesting when compared
with the results in some other places. I have
specially in mind Boston and Philadelphia. In
these the issues have been, for a number of years,
diminishing, and at a considerable rate. ~ The
shrinkage began in the first town about ten years
ago, in the latter about fifteen yeare The causes
for this state of things are naturally not to be set
down so confideutly. But I gather that change in
the character of the towns has much to do with it,
They have apparently become less literary,

You say very justly, however instructive a volume
may be it will instyuct nobody if it stands unopened
on the shelves. Certain libraries, however, seem
juet in this situation, that they have been increasing
their stock of books much faster than their readers.
In other words, their proportion of unread books
seems to be somewhat rapidly increasing. I would
instance as in this state the libraries of Chicago,
Plymouth, and notably Birmingham.

Without throwing too much doubt on the
linguistic talent of Warwickshire, one may well
suppose that the dust lies pretty thick on many
volumes in the Shakespeare Memorial Library.
In Danisb, Finnie, Hungarian, and Russian that
eurious collection can altogether boast of more than
one hundred and forty volumes !

You have noticed that the Notting-hill Library
possesses few technical works. Possibly this may
be owing to students going to the South Kensington
Museum for that class of books. With reference to
this latter insfitution, I daresay many of your

.readers are aware that in spite of the very consider-

n steadily diminishing since (say) 1876.
Now the three libraries do not seem to share in this
diminution of patronage. Might I, therfore,
suggest, through your columns, that the authorities
might do more to encourage visitors, more especially
in the educational library ? I mean by substituting
one simple alphabetical catalogue for the three
which one may have to- wade through at present.
More effort might alsobe made to keep the collection
up to date by providing newer editions of hooks and
the like.—Yours, &e., :

STATISTIC.




