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The CHAIRMAN said, after hearing the report and the
Curator’s long list of donations to the Museum, perhaps
it would be necessary for him to supplement them with
a few words. First he must congratulate the members
on the favourable state of the balance sheet. It must
not, however, be supposed that they did not require that
surplus, but merely allow it to accumulate; on the
contrary, to make the Museum in any way complete they
would have to expend twenty times as much. They bhad
objects now under their roof which would require half as
mucn room as is now at their disposal. They must bear
in mind a museum was not only an instrememnt for amuse-
ment, but also for instruction. It must be typical as
well as special. This could not be urged too strongly
upon the subscribers. He agreed with General Pitt-
Rivers that the Museum ought to be par excellence
adepository of objects from Dorsetshire, but as it has only
a limited area it is unable to furnish an unbroken
series of the great families representing the animal and
vegetable kingdoms. A separate section for non-Dorset
objects, which would be world-wide, would give the
student opportunities of recognising many missing links
and analogies between extinct and recent forms, For
instance, in the case of the land, fresh-water, and marine
shells of the county, of which he believed they had
materials for as perfect a collection as could be made
from Mr. Wood’s and his own collection, which he
dredged from the deep sea or collected from the nearer
shore-zone, supplemented by Mr. Damon’s inexhaustible
store. These, in connection with the foreign collection
generously presented to the Museum by Colonel Hambro,
would be a valuable study for the conchologist, who, by
extending his enquiries into geological times, will find
families which lived in the ancient seas =ons of yearsago
represented at the present day, living now within the
area of our own seabord. The Challenger expedition
brought up from the deep seas forms of marine life which
were supposed to have been extinct. The Pholadomy,
which flourished in the oolitic and cretaceous seas, and
found in none of the succeeding beds, lives abundantly in
the Australian seas. The shell is white and extremely
fragile. During the long period of neglect and indifference
to the objects exhibited at the old Museum, before Mr.
Williams’ munificence had placed usin our present satis-
factory position, not only had no additions been made,
but many county relics and valuable objects have been
irretrievably lost through having no place to deposit them

either by way of gift or loan, The late Mr, Thompson
offered his splendid collection of birds, collected by him-
self and the Rev. O. Pickard Cambridge, to the County
Museum, which was reluctant.y refused for want of room.
At Mr. Thompson’s death the collection was sold and
distributed. Had it been otherwise the Museum would
have had a specimen of almost every bird which had
been met with in the couaty. The researches of General
Pitt Rivers, which have been so successfully carried out
in the neighbourhood of Rushmore, and are so graphi-
cally described in the volume which he bas presented to
the Museum, are indicative of the treasures which lay
hidden under the soil of the county. Mr. Warne’s and
Mr, Cunnington’s collections tsll the same story. There
are one or two collections in this county of the highest
interest and value to Dorset men, which will find many
an outsider desirous of obtaining whenever an oppor-
tunity occurs. These ought never to be lost sight of,
but well watched, so that at the first indication of chang-
ing hands every effort should be made to secure them for
the county. It is possible when the number of members
increases, of which there is every reason to hope, it will
be possible to forego the rent they now received from the
Sehool of Art, in which case they would hage room for
large additions which are continually coming in. Dorset-
shire holds a prominent geological position through its
great Liassic and Kimmeridgean reptiles, its Purbeckian
mammalia and Eocene plant-beds. It is only within the
last few weeks the Rev., O. P. Fisher and himself had
recovered in England portions of at least two slephants
(E meridionalis) which have only been found in the sub-
merged forest-beds on the Norfolk coast., Betirof-tem
are waiting for warmer weather to ascertain the
geological age of the bed in which the remains were
found. It is possible like the Mammoth it sarvived both
the glacial periods. A paper on an interesting discovery
that this southern elephant once roamed among the
ancient forests of Dorsetshire will be read shortly before
the Geological Society. The County Field Club may be
may be regarded as affiliated to the Museum., It is now
organising a plan for tabulating the ancient mcnuments
of the county, the meterology, including not only records
of the weather, temperature, &c., but the flowering and
seeding of plants. the arrival and departure of birds
of passage, and the alteration of the coast line by
atmospheric and other agencies.
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