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interesting and informing, and Mr. Lord’s re-
marks were listened to with much pleasure, and

_were frequently applauded.

THE LARGE DOLMEN OR CROMLECH
AT I’ANCRESSE.

There is now at Mr. Grigg’s Fine Art Reposi-
tory, High Street, a Jarge and very interesting
oil-painting representing the interior of the great
Cromlech or Dolmen which forms such a well-
known feature at L’Ancresse Common. This
painting is from the facile brush of Giffard Le
Masurier, Esq., whose picturesque contributions
to local art we have-eoften had the pleasure of
mentioning. The present canvas forms an im-
portant addition to our knowledge of Guernsey
prehistoric archaeology, showing as it does in
exact arrangement, the interior of the Cromlech,
with its varied and curious contents in situ, just
as they were found at the time of its exploration,
by the late F. C. Lukis, Esq., in 1834—just about
sixty years ago. It also gives a sectional view
of the original enelosing tumulus, which has long
since  disappeared,:and illustrates the two dif-
ferent methods of depositing the remains of the
dead. A portion of the outer stone eircle is also
shown on the left of the picture, together with
a general view of the Common and the adjacent
sea. Mr. Le Masurier has kindly furnished us
with the following descriptive and elucidatory
notes on the subject :—

*“ These magalithic structures had invariably
an easterly and westerly direction, and were
entered at the eastern end for the ceremonials.
Accompanying each interment, vases, containing
food, . were placed - alongside the skeletons,
together : with swmall personal ornaments and
stone weapons. The vases ¢ontained fish-bones
and animal-bones. They were not cinerary urns.

“Mr. Lukis commenced his- researches under

the large western cap-stone of this Cromlech, -

The first object brought to light, after having
carefully spaded away the earth, was a skeleton
lying on a flat stone, with a vase of food uear.
Advancing in a gouth-easterly direction, the floor

Jof the structure was found to be paved with flat
"stones, and on each side of it were unearthed

three tiers of small stone cells, such as are
shown, but not fully represented, in the picture.
Each cell contained skulls, bones, skeletons,

1 vases filled with food, personal ornaments, and

stone weapons. The vases at the eastern end
were found to be finér in texture and workman-
ship, more shapely in design, and more orna-
mented, than those at the western end. There
were upwards of forty vases more or less entire.
They appeared to be entirely formed by hand,
without any mould or potter’s wheel ; and from
the immense quantity.of pottery found, there
must have been no fewer than one hundred
varieties of vessels deposited in this cromlech
from time to time during the primeval period.
The largest was about 18 inches in height ; the
smallest 4 inches. There were upwards of three
hundred skeletons discovered, and hundreds of
detached human bones were scattered on the
floor of the structure.

“This picture has been executed from pub-
lished notes and descriptions by the late Mr. F.
C. Lukis, made during the progress of his explo-
rations, an‘l lent to Mr. Giffard Le Masurier by
Capt. F. du Bois Lukis, to whose interesting
Archaological Museum the painting is intended
as a contribution.”
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