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THE PRIORY CHURCH AT OLD
MALTON.

PROPOSED RESTORATION.

Yorkshire is unusually rich in the remains of con-
ventual buildings, and Fountains, Rievaulx, Jore-
vaulx, Kirkstall, Bolton, Byland, Whitby, and St.
Mary's, York, are amongst the most conspicuous.
At Selby, Bolton, Howden, and Old Malton the
churches are still used ; but the Priory Church at
Old Malton has associations which are quite unique,
for so far as we are aware, it is the only church of a
purely English Order in which public worship is
still offered. It is but a mutilated fragment, but the
remains of the nave are full of beauty and character.
The Priory Church of Our Lady of Malton was
founded in 1150 by Eustace FitzJohn for Gilbertine
canons only two years after the establishment of the
order by a Lincolnshire priest, Gilbert of Sempring-
ham. His rule provided for the erection of convents
both for men and women, though of course, with
separate apartments for each, and it seems probable
that there were no nuns at Malton.

We have said enough to show that the building is
historically interesting, but its architectural value
is almost as great. The late Sir Gilbert Scott
said :—* Should anything happen to the church it
would be a calamity, as the loss of a magnificent
remain of one of the noblest periods of mediaval
art. No period is, in my opinion, so replete with
beauty and vigour and original art, and few ex-
amples of this are finer than the work at Old
Malton, which I presume dates about 1190, or in the
later years of the great transition from Romonesque
to Pointed Architecture, and is a most valuable
national monument, the loss of which would be
irreparable.’

This high authority could hardly have spoken
more strongly. At the present time the nave of the
church is meanly fitted, wretchedly roofed, and
altogether in a shabby and disgraceful state. The
Rev. E. A. B. Pitman is doing his best to remove the
reproach. Lord Fitzwilliam has already spent
£3,000 on the tower, and has given a further sum of
£750 toward the repair of the nave.

The Marquess of Ripon and the Duke of Deven-
shire have subscribed handsomely, and the par-
ishioners are doing all in their power to give proof
of their regard for the treasure in their keeping. If
for no other reason, the fact that the foundation is
English should make Yorkshiremen ready to secure
the building from further harm, and to furnish it
with due regard to the dignity of its proportions.
No conjectural restoration is contemplated, and the
work is in trustworthy hands.

—Yorkshire Post, Fanuary 11th.
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