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Dear Sir,

Tn roply to your leivters of the 15th and 22nd Notl.,which press
of business hna.pruvonteﬂ my answering sooner, T IIQFQﬂOGOI. a copy
of the Aneient Monumanis Act,whiech g&égslnﬁi you whag vhe powers
of the Aet ere, The quesiion of enlarging ihe scope of the Act
has boen frequently susgested,but it is gquite outr of my power Lo
say what the intention of the fovernment, il any,might be oh the
subjeeir. T may,owever,say ithal our axperience has bean that,
in 80 f'ar as prehisiorie Yonumants ars concerned, it hes bsen
found, \hat the ownars of Lhem,whan Lhay take an interest in them,
as most do,are by far the best proveciors of then,being generally
on ihe spot,and having as a rule the weans of doing sc.

A goou desl was dong during the firsyr 7 years of the Act,
whieh pesulied in drawing public attention Lo the interest that
is taken in Lhe mavier. This hind & saluiary al'feci,and T think
thas very liwvle damege is being dong 1o Ancient Monuments now.

t ¢ Lhe Office of Works. -

A8 10 the question of including hisworical and pleLuresque
siies under the Aci,or any cther Act,tbet is 8 large question,
which T am not competent to deal with. Tt is possible there
might be special cases in which such powers might be sdvantageous,
but as a rule,my own cpinion is that private owners ard Lhe hest
protectors of such places. They are ncarly always mccessible Lo
the public,and thay iv is better to give them every eneccuragsment,
than Lo attempt Lo Lake uhein ont of their hands,which would en-
tail an enormous expense on Novernment; and there is no reason
10 suppose eny Covermuent would be willing vo incur such an out-
lay,and it would probably be very badly mdministorad.
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