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GREAT SIZE OF THE STONES 12

They are from six to nine feet in length.! The walls which

they form are not carefully-fitted polygonal masonry, but are
built of great unhewn boulders fitted together without mortar and
without any small stones in the interstices.  But rude as the
ancient masonry is these big stones have been fitted to each
other with some care. The wall on the western boundary of the
hill-fort is eighty-five feet in lenoth, its height being from ten
to twelve feet above the level of the ground outside the fort.
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The western side of the fort was its most vulnerable part, and
the section will show how the carth was
thrown up within the fort against this
side. The stones of which this western

wall are formed are smaller in size than
Sectivn of wastara wall the stones which form the wall on

the southern side. The average length of each stone In
t According to Schllemann the usual size of the stomes at Tiryns is seven feet long and

three feet thick.—Mycena, 1578, p 3. At Carl's Wark the largest stones are not near the
KALOWRY .,




13 WALLS BUILT WITHOUT MORTAR
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Cant's Wakk rxov 1un Foor-mupoe

the western wall is about threc-and-a-half feet, its depth or
thickness one foot, and its width three feet, that being the
width of the wall, which consists of one course of stones only.
These stones also, like the stones in the southern wall, are fitted
together -without mortar_and without smaller stones to fill up
the interstices. A winding pathway goes down from the gateway
or opening on the southern side, and on the eastern side is a
narrow pathway leading down between the rocks. The eastern
side has been strengthened by a wall built into a crevice in
the rocks. Both the southern and eastern sides are strengthened
by carth which has been thrown up. In some of the isolated
boulders are cup-like markings which show curiously the action
of the prevailing winds and rain. The walls are built of the




RESEMEBLANCE TO A GREEK HILL-FORT 14

rough millstone grit which is found on the surrounding moors,
and they are worn by the pitiless storms which on this high
ground have beaten upon them for ages. In the last century
Carl's Wark attracted the notice of Wilson the Sheffield
antiquary. He speaks of the west end as being *‘walled with
stones as large as strong gate stoops, some a ton apiece, and
twenty or thirty yards long; the north side a steep perpendicular
rock, and the south side and east end defended with large
stones evidently laid to defend the passage up the hill. No
engines now in being could move such great stones.'

Like the Acropolis of Tiryns Carl's Wark is a fortified place
on a hill, and, as will be scen in the drawing above, there is
no small resemblance between it and the ancient hill-forts of
Greece,

‘Writing of the Cyclopean masonry of Greece Dr. Reber says:
“ Walls built of enormous houlders, unhewn, and roughly piled
up without calculation, the larger interstices being filled with
smaller stones, are of extreme age. Such masonry appeared to
later generations to be the work of giants, of Cyclops, and hence
a name which might more fittingly be changed to Pelasgic than
to Poseidonic, as suggested by Gladstone. The walls of Tiryns
are of such gigantic blocks—bulwarks mentioned by Homer and
Hesiod, and admired in their ruins by Pausanias. They are
built upon a ridge of rock."*

The Cyclops are first mentioned in the Odyssey as a race
of one-eyed giants. “* We came,” says Odysseus, *“to the land
of the Cycldpes, a froward and a lawless folk, who trusting to the
deathless gods plant not aught with their hands, neither plough :
but, behold, all these things spring for them in plenty, unsown

! In Bateman's Ten Years' Digglogs, p 253
* History of Anchent Ar, trans. by Clarke, London, 1555, . 187
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15 HIGGAR TORR

and untilled, wheat, and barley, and vines, which bear great
clusters of the juice of the grape, and the rain of Zeus gives
them increase. These have neither gatherings for council nor
oracles of law, but they dwell in hollow caves on the crests of the
high hills, and each one utters the law to his children and his
wives, and they reck not one of another.'

In this interesting description Homer seems to have been

~ thinking of hill tribes, or of a race of men who had not yet

passed into the agricultural stage, and were without social
organization. Such men, he tells us, **dwell in hollow caves
on the crests of the high hills.”” About 1,600 feet to the north-
west of Carl's Wark is a hill known as Higgar Torr, on the
top of which are small caves into which sheep® often retreat for
shelter. It is just possible that Higgar may be Yggr (with a
genitive _Yggjar), a _name of Odin,  The Old Norse uger means
terror, fear, and Grimm connects Ywam the Lat

the god of fear. *“Rock of Fear' would be a fit name for
this dark and awful eminence.

Just as the Cyclops was a one-eyed giant so in Northern
mythology Odin pawned his eye in the well of Mimir. And
just as in Greece the great stone walls of the hill-fort were
ascribed to the Cyclops, so in England such works, as I shall
presently show, were ascribed to the one-eyed Odin.  This
brings us to the term “Carl's Wark,” and its meaning. And

104, ix, 1ofars, in Batcher and Lang's clegant translation. The original of the woeds
which 1 have put in italics is—
TAAMN iy igAdiv dpise vwiovre xdpipw
“Ev armicroe yAadapiurs,
In Wad 2, 117, 9, 24, the word xepyrov bs used ax the equivalent of dxpizeldss,
*The word awios which in the pasage just quoted from the Odyssey Is rendered * cave™

is applied in Niad 4, 279 10 a cave used for folding sheep In, as well as 10 the dwelling of
the Cyclops in Odyssey ix, 400




